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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.3
pam., and vead prayers.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third tine, and passed.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX.
Second Reading.

Debate reswmed Lrom the previous day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.33]:
An understanding  was established in the
House dnving the debate on the Finaneinl
Emergeney Tax Assessment Aet Awendment
Rill that the two Bills would he diseussed
as one. Unfortunately [ was unable to par-
tieipate in that discnssion, but 1 do net in-
tend to fransgress on that aceount. My
remarks will really have fo do with the ques-
tion of taxation, a question which at pre-
sent demands more than ordinary considera-
tion by the House. We know thai the State
is not wmeeting its liahilities, and that cer-
tain Goverument assets are not paying their
way, i addition to which we have eertain
expenditure that must go on in the carrying
out of Government services. The only way
in which we c¢an meet that expenditure iz
either hy taxation or by loan expenditure,
Many of us are opposed to any further loan
expenditure, especially in view of the con-
dition in which many of the Government
assets, which are heing conducled at pre-
senl from lean, stand to-dav. Therelore the
allernative is taxation. Tn attenmpting to
deal with (he Bill, especially in the direction
of amending it, we have to bear in mind
that the gross amoung estimated by the Gov-
ernment Lo come in as the result of this tax
caunot he reduced: in Lael having regard
to the state of the finunces. one can only
conelnds *hat ne more will he received than
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This method of taxation is one
which T have alwavs supported because |
consider that taxation at the sowree s al
once the most effective and the least felr.
The amnual recurrence of our income tax
iwsessiments Erequently hrings us Face to face
with the nevessity for linding an anount
that tnkes a greai deal of weeting without
our heing able tw make preparation for if.
That disability does not vecur when the fax-
ation is deducted from time to time. A
great deal of the ground regarding this tax
has  already been  covered by previous
speakers and necd not be gouw over again, A
zood deal of information as tu expenditure
has been given to us by the Minister, and
I feel sure that inforination will have u mate-
rinl influence on members in the view they
take of this tax. We have to recognise that
the Bill, as well as the assessment measure,
is in accordance with the policy enunciated
by the Government, who have From time to
time expressed their disapproval of the so-
called flat rate. The Bill represents an at-
tempt to alter that rate. A great deal has
heen made of the idea of regulabing a tax
by capacity to pay; and that has been et
with the argument for the giranting of the
legislation before ws. While that is an imn-
portant aspeet of taxation, T am inclined to
think it has been carried altogether too far,

is necessary.

There i= a very great difference  between
recognising and adjusting faxes with  the

capaeity of 1 person to pay taxation, and
the exempting of some peeple from the pay-
ment of any taxes at all. That is where 1
differ from rhe policy of the Goverument. In
it democeratic comnnunity established with the
idea of being self-reliant, there should ob-
tain the fundamental prineiple that every
eitizen should bhear some part of the expense
of governing the country. and certainly
should hear his proporfion of the expense
of the free services rendered by the Govern-
ment. It has been argued that those to he
exempted under the Bill are paving in-
divectly. In certain directions that is true,
especially in regard to the Federal tariff and
the sales tax. But that is rather a viciouws
prieiple to be permittel o creep into the
policy of taxation. It hax its reaetions in
politieal propaganda, eveating a certain un-
desirable attifude towards Government ex-
penditure. By that prepaganda only  too
frequently it vcenrs that while benefits are
enjoved by certain sections of the commun-
ity olher zecticns have to de alt the paying
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Hon. J Nicholson: It iz =aid that those
exempted pay indirectly.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN:; There again we en-
courage quile u false idea, hecuuse while
they do not recognise the true effect of in-
direet taxation, if the faxation were direct
it would enable people to realise exacily the
cort of the serviees they enjoy. At preseal
miny of them eutertain the iden thai the
other fellow is paving.

Fion. J, Nicholzon: He does not pay ex-
clusively,

Hon, H. SEDDON: Uwdoubiediy that is
20.  Many of vur ideas of policy have come
down frem the early days of Parliamentary
government and are aceepted without regard
io the ehanges that have oceurred in the
imeantime.  The factor of exemptions comes
duwn Frem the time when the wages of the
w.rking man were not subject to the con-
trol ol the Arbitration Conrt, and from the
time when the workers were not represented
i Parliament, and were indeed in sueh a
po=itivn finaneially as to be unable to pay
taxes, Wil the establishment of the Arbi-
tration Court that state of affnirs has been
eniirely altered, wages are now determined
by the eourty, and thevefore one of the fae-
tors that should be taken into consideration
by the conrt is the pavment of faxation,
which should be eonstdered when wages arce
being determined.

The Honorary Minister: You ave aware
that it is not taken into consideration.

Hon. H, SEDDON: Yes, but I see no rea-
son why it shonld not be, it it were hrought
mder the notice of the courf. So T contend
that wy argument holds good. The assess-
nent measure, on the other hand, as we
amended it, includes many who do not re-
ceive the basie wage. As an illustration, T
again refer to the position of certain geld-
fields emplovees of the Government who are
receiving lesz than the basic wage, and of
course to those who are on sustenance. The
remedy iz in the hands of the Government.
If the meeting of that obligation should in-
volve the Government in additional expendi-
ture, they will have a strong argument for
the retention of the scale adopted in the
Bill. As to sustenance, we know that the
policy the Government have outlined in the
Press will involve a considerable increase in
cxpenditure on sustenange.  We saw the
announcement by  Mr. Kenneally, who
showed that arrangemenis were being made
for mean to be a certain time on full pay and
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a certain time on sustenance. The putting
into operation of that programme involves
the Goverament in inerensed expenditure,
and therefore I say the amount they are
going to receive under the Act will naturally
come inte consideration. Certain informa-
tion should he placed before the House while
we are considering this Bill. Mr. Baxter
stvs he intends to alter the incidence of the
tax, and udvanced eertain figures when dis-
cussing the Assessment Bill in snpport of
his contention that he would thereby be able
to raise the same amount that is provided
in the Bill. On the other hand, I think that
before we take any such serions step we
should have authoritative information from
the Commissioner of Taxation and from the
Government Statistietan,  When ane eon-
siders the returns that ave received under the
hospital tax, and compares them with the
amounts which are supposed to be received
under this tax, we see there must be a con-
siderable difference. As the two taxes are
rolleeted at the source, that difference shonld
be cleared up by the authorities hefore we
make any abtempt to alter the incidence of
the tax, and the grades proposed by the
Bill. For that reason I intend to support the
suggestion that the Bill be referred to a sel-
ect committee, whose members eould consult
the officers concerned, and no one else, and
who could also have some sort of understand.
ing as to what the Government’s policy was.
This information is necessarv to enahle the
House to give an intelligent decision upen
the proposal to alter the rtates, Another
aspeet on whiech information iz desirable is
as to the peliey of Government expenditure.
especially with regard to emergeney legizla-
fion, Certain Bills have alreadv heen
bronght down, being associated with Acts
that were placed on the statute-bock follow-
ing upon the Premiers’ Plan. Other Bills
have not yet been introduced. A Ministerial
reference has been made to the matter, and
it was indicated that these mrasures would
be bronght down.

Hon. J. J. Holimirs: When it suits the Gav-
ernment.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: T did not mean to say
that. We understand they will be brought
down in some form or other. We can see
from that statement that alterations are con-
templated to these measures. Thiz House
should be in possession of the information
before we pass the Bill which
has been brought down, and finalise
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consideration of thiz one.,  Whatever im-
provement has taken place in the position
of the State and the outlook for the State,
I do not think any of us ean maintain that
such alteration has been of a kind to justify
us in making drastic amendments to the fin-
ancial emergency legislation. The State has
not vet balanced its budget. The decision
of the Loan Council would seem to indicate
that that is not eontemplated, and that the
States will continue to ereate deficits. T can-
not sec any way in which the States intend
to balanee their budgets. 1t seems to be the
accepted idea that they will econtinue to in-
eur certnin loan expenditure, and float loans
raised by Treasury bills.

Hon. A. Thomson: Something like six
million pounds.

Hon H. SEDDON: Aceording to the
statistical return to the 30th June last, there
is to the account of ‘Western Australia ten
million pounds in debentures, 58 million
pounds in inscribed stock, and 13 million
pounds in Treasury bills and bonds, making
a total of 833 millions. There is an un-
donbted inerease in the public debt as a eon-
sequence of the advent of the depression.
From the same authority we find that in
1929 the amount of the State’s interest and
sinking fund bill was 3% million pounds, and
the average nominal rate of interest was 43}
per ceni. In 1933 the amount of the inter-
est and sinking fund was 3% millions, as
against 33 in 1929, and the average nominal
rate of interest was 3.9 per cent.  That
showed a very slight increase in the actual
amount of interest and sinking fund con-
tributions by this Siate, but a very large
inerease in the umount of public debt. The
publia debt in 1929 was 694 million pounds,
and in 1933 it was 834 million pounds. Al-
though the public debt inereased something
like 14 million pounds the actual amount of
inerease in our interest and sinking fund
bill was £168,000. The burden of interest
has not increased anything like in propor-
tion to the debt, on account of the average
.nominal rate of interest having dropped dur-
ing the period. That is an impoertant fac-
tor. 1t shows that the persons who are ad-
vancing money to enahle us to earry on are
taking considerahly less interest per cent.
than thev did at the heginning of the de-
pression.  This has been brought about
almost entirely by the fact that the finane-
ing has heen done hy means of short term
loans on Treasury bills. Nevertheless that
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tvpe of financing has some serious fealurves
in it, and should he regarded only as a tem-
porary expedient.

Hon. J. Nicholson: And then the rate may
be increased.

Hon, H. SEDDOX: The rate would* he
inereased if the hills were funded

Hon. 8ir Charles Nathan: And there
would be the obligation of a sinking fund.

Hon. H. SEDDON: There would be the
obligation of 4 per cent., which has to he
paid when deficits ure funded, This again
would be reflected in taxation. Cousequently
when we are considering this Bill we are
confronted by the fact that the Government
must have an amount somewhere in the viein-
ity of what they have stated they require
to enable them to carry on. Qur progress
towards economic self-sufliciency during the
depression has heen very slow. In spite of
the efiorts of many peaple to encourage the
eommunity to patrouise local production the
amount of imports both oversea and from
the Eastern States is still very high, and
last year there was an increase over the
previons year. Experience, all over the
world is driving nations in the direction of
striving to supply their requivements almost
entirely from their own rvesources. Anyone
who has examined the position of Western
Australia will realise a tremendons amount
of development ean be undertaken in this
direetion. That is the one evurse to adopt
for the rehabilitation of cur positien and te
enable us to reach a sound basis. It is the
one course which offers the greatest
possibilities with 1egard to employment.

It is also the one course that will
provide a loeal market to assist in
the consumption of those products we
are now exporting. The burden of

oversea interest is heing lightened by a re-
duetion in interest rates and by means of
conversion loans. My enntention is that this
is not enongh. We should have concentrated
upon making every effort to reduce our
oversen obhligations, and the whole of
our sinking fund should have been ap-
plied towards redeeming our oversea debt
commitments. T will go further and
say that the first call upon the finanees of
our exports oversea shonld he devoted to
this purpose. It is recognised by economists
that nations can only trade with each other
hv the exchange of goods, There is nothing
to prevent Western Australia from huying
its honds—which have heen floated oversens
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—with the surplus of its exporis, and pur-
chasing only those imports which are essen-
tial. That is the position we will have to
[ave zooner or later, if we intend to hecome
anvthing like a self-contained community.
We shall have to do something drastic to
lighten the burden of our ovecsea obliga-
tions. I am entirely opposed to the jdea of
making this Bill retrospective a= applied to
salaries and wages, This House has usually
been very strong on the question of retro-
spection. It has slipped on one or two ocea-
sions. Members will recall the fuestion of
hire purchase agreements when the applica-
tion of the principle of retrospection was
adopied by this House. That, I think, was
a great mistake. Members have now reverted
to their old attitude on the subject. and T
hope they will adhere to it. The senle laid
down in the Bill is one {hat warranfs not
only serious thought, but furtlier informa-
tion. I support Mr. Baxter’s proposal that
a amall seleet 2ommittec should he appointed
to et the necessary information over the
week-end, and present it to the House, per-
haps next Tuesday. We should then know
what amount it is proposed fo raise from
the various sections whieh are contribnting
under the ho:pital tox and the finaneial
emargency tax. We shall also know what is
to he expected by way of contributions from
the sections referved to in the report of the
Commissioner of Taxation. The table given
by Mr. Baxter, and founded on that report,
does not give all the information required.
A large number of people are not rendering
annually any income tax returns, and yet
they are contributing by way of their wages
sheets. It appears to me these figures will
have a material effect in modifying the cal-
culations of the hon. member, I support the
Bill in the hope that it *vill be amended in
Committee, and urge the House to refer it
to a select committee,

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.38]: 1
propose to offer only a few remarks on this
Bill. It seems to me that this Flousze, having
shattered the walls of the sbructure, and the
foundations of the Assessment Bill, is now
being asked to put a roof on the structure,
before the fate of the Assessment Bill has
been decided, It would be absurd to pro-
ceed with this Bill until we know what is
going to happen to the other one. ¥f the
Leader of the House will on behzlf of the
Government say they are prepared fo aceept
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the amendinents to the Assessment Bill, as it
left this Chamber, we can proceed with the
business.

Hon, . Fraser: And show the white flag.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: TUntil we know
that, I cannot see that any good can be
wained except possibly by referring the Bill
to a select committee, but cerfainly no good
can bhe gained by proseeding with it now.
We have parted with the Assessment Bill,
If we go on with this one and amend it, such
amenidments may require some clause in the
other Bill to be altered. We eannot, how-
over, deal with that aspeet of the question,
Once u Bill leaves this Chamber we can only
deal with the amendments that have been
mnde by us to eertain clamses. The clauses
that have heen passed have heen passed onre
and for all. T eannot see how this Tlouse ean
coopile a tax Bill upon an Assessment Bill
that has been hanged, drawn and quartered.
No one knows whether it is deud or alive,

How ean we proceed at this juncture?
My candid opinion is that when we
come to emergency taxation the only
equitable  basis iz the flat  rate

Certainly unider that everybody pays on the
same basis, but a man getting over £1 a
week payvs on £1, and a man getting £4 p‘ays
on £4, and =0 on. That is the only ineome
tax that the wuge earner on the lower grade
pays. The higher grade man pays on a
graduated scale. 1f we take into considera-
tion the taxation that they pay on their in-
comes, and plus that on every £1 of income
that they get, it will be seen that they are
caught at both ends and are diseouraged
from developing any business with whieh
they may be eonnected. A man in possession
of any money now is prepared to take 2%
per cent. from the bank on fixed deposit.
He knows that if he invests money in these
tronblous times he is up against two hard
facts. One is that he may lose the money
and the other is that he may increase his in-
come to such an extent that it will be taken
from him. The Premier entirely agrees with
me on this point becanse during the present
session he said, “Everyone knows that in.
creased taxation means inereased unemploy-
ment and increased trouble and diffenlty.”
With that statement I entirely agree. I do
not propose to say more than that I do not
think the House is justified in proeceeding
with the Bill ai the present juncture. If the
Leader of the House insists on putting if te
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the second reading vote, T shall record my
vote against it.

On motion by Chiet Seeretary, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—REDUCTION OF RENTS ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Received from the Assembh and read a
first time.

BILL—MINE WORKERS’ RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 7th September,

HON. E. H HARRIS (North-East)
[5.6]: The Bill is important as 't amends
the parent Act which was hefore this House
last session and on which the then Minister
for Mines, Mr. Scaddan, spent a consider-
able amount of time and energy and held a
few confereneces in the hope of effecting
desirable amendmentz. Since the passing of
the Act of last session several anomalies have
been discovered, and the Crown Law authori-
ties, who fraumed that Act, now find that
certain employces, who should be entitled to
eompensation, apparently do not come under
the terms of the Act. The Bill before us
proposes to rectify the position and the re-
marks that 1 should like to make may per-
haps be of assistance to those hon. members
who are not as familiar with the operations
of the Act as are the goldficlds members.
In Section 3 of the pavent Aect there is pro-
vision that, after the passing of that Act,
the Miners’ Phthisis Act of 1922 and its
amendmenis and Regulations will ecome
within the purview of the board. Under the
scheme that formerly existed relating to
mine workers’ relief there was provision for
voluntary payments, one-third of the rev-
enue being paid by those engaged in the in-
dustry, one-third by the mining companies,
and the other third by the Government. The
first amendment in the Bill preserves the
rights of a few en, who by an extraord-
inary set of circnmstances appear te have
heen overlooked, and who are not now en-
titled to comnpensation owing to the Minister
last year having given them permission to
work on the surface instead of underground,
and some of them having gone before the
board and some to the laboratory have heen
prohibited from working but received no
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compensation.  Then by another clanse we
provide for the mantle of protection to Tall
on a few afflicted men, and again, the
delay in  the proclamation of the new
Act eauwsed a small nwumber of men to
be deprived of compensation under the new
provisions, Another section provided that
no heneficiary should be entitled to sit
on  the board to administer the Aet.
That, by the way, was provided for in
a former Workers’ Compensation Aet and
was omitted when the new one was dreafted.
Then delays have ocenrred in determining
whether, after an  exiuination, 'a an
should be prohibited from working, and if
50, whether he would veceive his compen-
sation from the dote he had been rejected
hy the Medical Board, or from the date he
veased work.,  Provision is now made for
these matiers to be delermined by the
board. We were under the impression that
in the original Act that was so, but we
had to submit to the ruling of the Crown
Law authorities. There are two clauses in
the Bill which to me do nol appear very
clear. T members will look at the eopious
explanatory notes that are atinched to ihe
Biil, they, like myself, may npot be able to
gatisfly (hemselves as to exaetly what is
meant.  On these questions we may ask the
Honorary Minister fo give us some infor-
mation when the Bill is in Committee.
‘They relate firstly to lump sum paymecats
to beneficiaries when they are eligible, if
at all, to secuve relief frowm the original
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund now adwminis-
tered by them; and, seccondly, in vegard
to compensation. Provision is made for
half wages up to £3 10s. and 7s. Gd. per
child on lines somewhat similar to those
provided in the Workers® Compensation
Act. T know that some diffieultics have
arisen in that connection and some men
complain that they have received {he com-
pensation to which they understood they
were entitled. T have read the explanatory
notes hut I am not quite clear about them.
The position, however, can be explained
when we reach the Commiltee stage. In
the meantime [ will support the second
reading of the Bill,

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.12]:
My remarks will be brief because, as the
previous speaker said, this is essentially a
Committee Bilt. T do think, however., we
are justified in offering some comment on
the manner in which legislation is put he-
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fore ws. last session the Mine Workers’
Relief Act was hrought to the House after
what we were told was a very therough in-
vestization, and we were given to under-
atand that the Bill had been prepared by
the Crown Law Department and that every
aspect that was likely to arise as the re-
sult of experience in dealing with the men
under the Miners® Phthisis Acet and the
Workers' Compensation et had been given
the closest attention. We find, however,
that the present Bill is introduced
to correet certain anomalies that have
arisen from ralings Ziven  hy  the
Crown Law  Depavtment, the very
people who drafted the original Aet.
For some time past we have been compelled
to consider the way in which Bills have heen
drafted. We have long involved clauses
placed hefore us and some of inem would
take a Philadelplia Jawyver te understand.
There has certainly  heen 2 considerable
change in the way legislation has heen placed
hefore us in vecent vears as compared with
vears ago. Some of the amendments pro-
posed in the Bill are to overcome rulings
given by the Crown Law Department, and
they are said {o he necessarv {o convey the
spirit of the original Ae¢t. Why was not
that provision made when the original leg-
iglation was being drafted? I have only fo
refer to Section 3 which apparently was de-
vised to deal with the men who were in sus-
pense, as it were. They were heing held
under the previous legislation and their cases
were to be determined befove this Act should
operate. The wording of the provision was
very definite, but we have been told that the
department are not satisfted with it. Ar.
Harris has referred to Clause 10. If mem-
bers refer to the explanatory notes and then
to the very long Clause 10, they will find
certain  things requiring explanation that
the explanatory notes do not afford. Tn
amending the original Aet it is intended to
provide that a man shall receive his £3 10s,
compensation, but in cazes where there is
hardship the man is to he entitled to an ad-
ditional amount. I contend that the eclause
is nob af all clear as fo how the funds are
to be charged with the various amounts, and
as to how the position of the men will he
affected.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It is a matter of in-
terpretation of what constitutes a hardship.

Hon. H. SEDDOX: But there i= also the
question of the charges, and it seems to me
that other anomalies will aeenr. The Aet
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provides that a man shall receivé hic cum-
pensation at the rate of £3 10s. a week until
the maximom of £750 has heen exhansted.
Now there is an additional provision that
lie shall veceive further amounts where hard-
ship exists.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Js the word “hard-
ship” uwsed?

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: Yes.

Hen. 1. J. Holmes: Is there amy defini-
tion of it?

Hon. H. SEDDON: Not so far as I can
see. The point I should like to bhave cleared
up is from what fund will the additional
amount be paid, and what will be the posi-
tion of the man who is drawing over £3 10s.
a week in relation fo the ecomplete sum of
£7507 Let me give an illustration, Take
a man, having a wife, who is receiving £3
10s. a week. Ile will cut out his £750 com-
pensation in jnst over four vears. Now
take a man with a large family who will
receive an amount over and above £3 10s.
Does it mean that the larger amount will
he taken into consideration in velation to the
£7507 Tf so, the man wonld probably ex-
liaust the total in a litfle over three ycars.
The parent Act provides that when he has
drawn the £730, he shall come an the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund.

Hon. E. M. Harris: If he drew the £3
10s. it would take four years to exhaust ihe
£720,

Hon. H. 8EDDON: T have pointed that
ont; the difference in the two eases would
be about one year, and the fund would bave
to provide for the one man a vear hefore
it provided for the other. These anomalies
should be inquired into by the Minister and
cleared np hefaore the Bill is taken intg Com-
miftee. I do not wizh to deal with ihe finan-
cial aspect because, nnfortunately, the Audi-
tor-General’s report is not before us and
we do not know the position of the compen-
sation fund. We do know, however, that
there is a large contingent claim against the
fund under the original .\et. and one won-
ders how far the fund will he able to meet
the claims that will arise, and how far the
compalsory Mine Workers’ Relief Fund will
he drawn upon when men have exhansied
their compensation under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. There is one point to which
I wish to direct attention because it is very
important. It affects the men who will come
under the Mine Workers' Relief Fund. There
has heen an amendment of the Old Age and
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Tnvalid Pensions Act, and a question has
arisen regarding the position of the men
who are rveceiving income frow the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund, 1 wnderstand that
a ruling has heen given hy the Common-
wealth Crown Law Department that any
person recciving money under the 3Mine
Workers' Relief Fund is regarded as receiv-
ing income, and under the provisions of ‘ke
Federal legislation, his pension is materially
affected. It comes down to the 1is. rate as
agninst 17s. 6d.

Hon, E. H. Harris: That position has
arisen only since the institution of the con-
tributory fund.

Hon. H. SEDDON: 1 understand the
position has arisen because of the passing
of this legislation which makes contribution
to the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund compul-
sory. I understand, too, that there has heen
considerable eonfusion amongst the people
administering the Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund and the Old Age Pensions Act, but the
ruling I have mentioned has recently heen
given from Melbourne, and is the deeiding
factor. As the men will be affected, I con-
sidered it desirable to bring the matter be-
fore the House. I support the Bill hecause
the anomalies existing should be cleared up,
bhut there are important points connected
with the later clauses of the Bill that T hope
the Minister will explain in Commiitee,

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.221: I
do not intend to oppose the Bill. T have
risen to ask for some information. As I
understand the position, the Government
provide something towards the Mine Work-
ers’ Relief Fund.

Hon. H. Seddon: The Government pro-
vide one-third.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I should like the
Ainister to tell us what the ope-third
amounts to at present and what it is likely
1o amount to if we make the amendments
suggested in the Bill, I elaim and have al-
ways claimed that if there is one industry
that ought to carry its afflicted, it is the
goldmining industry, especially with gold
at the present high price. In these times of
difficnlty, the general public should not be
burdened with the afflicted of the mining
industry when the industry itself is contri-
buling to the extent of only one-third, In
fact, T do not eonsider that the State should
pay anyvthing at all. There is another ques-
tion. namely that of secession and separa-

[COUNCIL.]

tion. We have a joint select commiltee of
both Houses considering the question of
effecting the State’s withdrawal from the
Commenwealth. T preswme the committee
ean see n way out; otherwise they would not
be continuing their investigations. A see-
tion of the goldfields people refuse to be
taken out of the l'ederation. They will re-
main part ot the Commonwealth eveu if they
have to raise an army and fight their way
ont of the State and into the Commonwealth.
[f we reanch that stage, and they fight their
way out of the State, the question will arise
as to who will be responsible for tle pay-
ments we have made to the mine owners?
Would we have any claim?

Hoen. C. B, Williams: Who will pay the
war pensions?

Hon. ). J. HOLMES: 1f the geldfields
hectme a separate entity, would our respou-
sihilities cease? Tt takes a lot to satisfy the
people of the goldfields,

Hon. E. H. Harris: You are running the
risk of getting into deep waler.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am coming to the
deep water—the water supply seheme whieh
has cost the State £100,000 a vear for 235
vears, That has been a charge on the gen-
eral taxpayer and for it we have received
no thanks. I wish to know to what extent
the State has subsidised the mines to com-
pensate the men who have become afflicted
in the industry, and to what extent we will
be required to subsidise them in future. Also
what additional amount will be invelved to
meet the costs incurred by the passing of
this Bill.

On motion by Hon., R. G. Moore, debate
adjourned.

RETURN—MINISTERIAL TRAVELLING
ALLOWANCES.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August
on the following motion by Hon. E. H. I
Hall;—

That a return be laid on the Table of the
House showing—

{i) The total amcunt of travelling allow-
ances drawn by the Ministers of the
Crown during the 12 months ended
the 30th June, 1928, 1929, 1931, and
1932, respectively.

(ii) How many visits to the Loan Council
were made by the Premier during the
ahove-mentioned periods.
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HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.27]: I
do not propose to atiempt to justify the
remarks of the mover ol the motion regard-
ing Ministers of the Crown. Altheugh the
Minister’s name has not been mentioned,
[ know him and have had a lot to do with
bim. [ know what a conscientions worker
ke is, and I know him to be a man of out-
standing ability and integrity.

Houn. T. Moore; Hear, hear!

Hou. J. J. HOLMES: What T am speci-
ally concerned about is that I do not want
it to appear to the general publie that when
a member asks for information to which
he is entitled, he should be spokeus of and
to in the manner Mr. Hall was in this de-
hate.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I remember, when
yuite a young man in another place, I was
attacked hy Sir John Forrest with the re-
sult that the whole House rose in defence
of me because of my youth. I am standing
now in defence of youth who has this les-
gon to learn, namely, that when he comes
into this House, if he cannot get all he
wants, he must be satisfied with what he
can get. Tt took me a long time to learn
that, but is is mnecessary for all to learmn
it. Mr., Hall must also remember the need
for keeping cool. I am certain that when
he stood up to address the House on that
motion, be had no intention of attacking
the Minister concerned.

Hon. T. Moore: Then why did he do 1t7

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T will tell the hon.
member presently. Mr. Hall has been long
enough in the House to know that he ought
to keep cool. He was certainly on the
right track, and if he bad confined himself
to the motion and had left the Minister
alone, as a more able and experienced Par-
liamentarian would have done, he would
have reached the goal in a much better end
shorter way. This is information that we
should have. Strange to say, the Leader
of the House declares that we cannot get
it. Yet immediately afterwards Mr.
Thomas Moore, whom we know and re-
spect, as to whom we are satisfied that he
would not make a statement unless con-
vinced of its validity, said that the accounts
were all audited by the Aunditor General
That being so, surely there can be no diffi-
cully in providing the information desired.
What we should know for ecomparative
purposes, in my opinion, is the amount of
travelling expenses incurred by the Collier
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Government in the three years preceding
the Mitchell Government, and the amount
of travelling expenses weurred by the Mit-
chell Government during their three years
of office.

Hon. €. H. Wittenoom: That is what AlLr,
Hall’s motion asks.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: 1t goes further
than that. However, that is information
which 1 think any hon. member is entitled
to ask for and should be supplied with.
The second part of the motion, which we
are told cannot be answered, revads—

How many visits to the Loan Council were

made by the Premier during the above-men-
tioned respective periods?
Surely there must be some record of when
a Premier leaves Perth and when he re-
turps. If there is no sueh record, there
ought to be. What I am concerned about,
however, is the House being sidetracked, as
it were, from obtaining information it is
entitled to have, information about which
I believe the public are somewhat con-
cerned. If ap hon. member who asks for
definite informatioa in a reasonable way is
to he browbeaten, ostracised, and practic-
ally insulted, it will go abroad that we
constitute a close preserve and that a
man who attempts to step out of line will
be attacked hy all other members of Par-
liament, led on by the Minister in charge
of the House. That is the point which con-
cerns me—not the dispute between Mr..
Hall and the Leader of this Chamber. And
there is another aspeet, the political aspect..
It has to be remembered that the attack
came from the Leader of the House and
Mr. Thomas Moore.

Hon. T. Moore: Friends of Mr. Troy.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: Yes, and colleagues.
of Mr. Hall. Mr. Hall is the member for
the Central Province whe is seeking re-
election in March. So we begia to get a
glimmer nof what possibly underliez the
attack.

Hon. T. Moare: Did we ever attack Mr..
Mills?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It is quite evidenl
from information which Mr. Thomaz Monre
has heen able to disclose fo the Flousre, that
there is some gentleman to whom My, Hall
has heen kind

Hon. T. Moore: T question that.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES : ——and who has been
playing a double game, playing up to the
two parties. Prohably that gentleman will
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end at the hottom of the ladder, a~ he ought
to, with all others who try to scrve two mas-
ters. bt wonld appear that the attack- -
unjustitied at that—was aimed at inoencing
some of Mr. HalVs political supporters. We
may assume that the Government expect
more from members of this House than they
do from members of another pince, hecause
we recolleet during this session an attack by
the Premier on Mr, Keenan und on another
ex-AMinister compared with which My, Hall’s
attuck pales inte insigniicance. Mr. Keenun
has done great serviee to Weslern Austean-
lia. 1 need meation only one instance.
When the last Federal Disabilities Royal
Commission was appointed to deal with
Western Australian disabilities, Mr. Keenau,
I understand, put vp the case for Western
Australia, devoting to that task days aml
nights and weeks without fee or reward.

The PRESIDENT: [ would like to re-
mind the hon, member that na member shall
allude w auy debate of the current session
in the Assembly.

Hon. 7. J. HOLMES: But surely, Sir,
we are permitted to read the morning paper’

The PRESIDEXNT: I simply quote the
Standing Ovrder. There must be no allu-
sion to any dehate of the current session in
the Assembly.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: But, Mr. Presi-
dent, surely we can read the paperz. W
read them and quote fromn them every «day
in the week. Am J not entitled to refer——

The PRESIDENT: If the hon. member
rives e the assurance that he is not refer-
ring to a debate of the current session in
the Teeislative Assembly, he may proceed.

Hen, J. J. HOLMES: I wn referring to
what appeared in the Press, Sir, Tt is
strange to see the sting. The sting i= not in
“Hansard®. but in the newspaper that T
read. Presumably somebody

The PRESIDENT: 1 must ask the hon.
member to respect the Standing Orders.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 am respecting
the Standing Ovders, as L huve alwoys re-
apected them and your decisions, Sir.

The PRESIDEXNT: Then cun [ assume
that the bon. member i not alluding o a
debate of the currenl =e~<sion in the Assem-
bly?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1t you rule, Sir
that T am not to read the morning paper
or guote from what | have read in the morn-
ing paper. T also bow to your degision.

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member has,
I think, wade it plain thut he was referring
to a debate of the current session in the
Legislative Asseinbly.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: If vou rule that T
cannot proceed, Mr. President, 1 am cer-
tainly entitled to say

The PRESIDENT: 1 simply quote the
Standing Order. The hon. wember will nol
give me the assurance that his remarks do
not refer to a debate of the current session
in the Assembly.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: It is a debate in
another place, reported in the newspapers,
whiell are referred to every day in the week.

The PRESTDENT: Then the hon. meni-
ber is not in order.

lon. 1. J. HOLMES: Very well, Sir: |
am sorry.  If one memmber can quote Erum
the newspapers and I am prohibited from
doing so0, 1 am very sorry. The debate may
have occurred in unother place; and I am
quoting not from “Hansard” but the morn-
ing paper, It shows that not only did Mr.
Collier attack Mr. Neenun and others, hut
that he referred to their nativnality--vour
nationality, Sir, and my uationality.

The PRESIDEXNT: 1 again must remind
the houn. nember that he is out of order.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: All right, Sir.
When svmchody else is out of owrler T will
draw your attention to it, Mr. President, so
that he may not get on the same lines as 1
did. The point is this, that infursation
asked for by Mr. Hall has been refused. It
the refusal was due to Mr. Hall's attack on
a Minister, perhaps no exeeption could he
taken; but the information hus been refwsea
on the ground that it is not available. That
statement came from the Leader of the Hou e
and was followed by n statement from Mr,
Thomas Moore that all the accounts ave
andited by the Anditor-General and  thor
everything ix in order, It that is so, sursiv
this House, in the present time of stress and
difficnlty, when curtailment of expenditure is
in the front rank, does not ask tou much
when it asks for the amount expendwl 1y
the Collier Government in travelling guringe
the last three years they were in ottier, and
the correspunding information a~ to the
Mitchell Govermnent for their theee years of
office. Evidently one standard of morality
158 set up tor members of the Lemislative
Council in addressing one another, amd -
other standard of morality for members of
atother ptace in addressing one  another:
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and that dves not come from < Hansard™ but
from general information. 1t M. Tlalls
wotion is amended as songyested, iowill have
my support. My principal desive in rvising
to speak was to disabuse the public mind
of the idea that if a veung member, tull of
zeal and knowledge—as the Leader of i1le
House admits My, Hall to be—asks for in-
formativn, all the old hands will jump on
his chest for fear that when they in furn
may be in office later their expenditure will
be scrutinised. T support the motion sub-
Jeet to the amendmoent.

HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East} [743]: T olso wish to express
my regret that the lLeader of the House
cannot see his way to furnish the informa-
tion for which the motion asks. The reasun
given by the Minister is that to do s0 would
mean o great deal ol work. He also stated
that the task would be the more difficult be-
cuuse the oflicials of the varvious Jdepart-
ments were at the time assisting the Trea-
surer in the preparation of his Budget. 1t
must be recognised that when a Budget is
being preparved o great deal of work is in-
volved not only for the Premier’'s Depart-
ment bur tor all departments, and mem-
bers generally will agree that that was a
good reason advanced by the Chiel Sec-
vetary. However, the time has now arrived
when the Budget is complete, and therefore
I do hope that the Chief Secretary will re-
consider the matter and perhaps furnish the
infornation desived by Mr. Hall. After all,
the collection of the information dees not
appear to be a heavy task. The only infor-
mation required is the tota]l amount of tra-
velling expenses and allowances of various
Ministers for the years in guestion. No
details vegarding individual Ministers ave

reynired, Tt is not suggested tlut every
Minister  should  furnish  ihe information
desired, but that the total amounts
spent in travelling by the two Gov-

ernments should be stated. If that informa-
tion is forthcoming, it may show that people
wenerally have formed too large an esti-
mate of the amount o expended. T have
heen told that when Ministers do travel by
AMinisterial ecar, an extra engine has some-
times to he unsed to Chidlows Well, or else
a certain proportion of the train-load has
fo he dropped. If that is true, it certainly
means that the allowance must represent a
considerahle amount during the vear.
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Hon, J. Nicholson: That would not hue un
allowance; it would be additional egst.

Hon, G, W. Miles: Tt is additional eost
that the taxpayer has to provide for.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOON : It is certainly
extra eost to the railways., 1 would not for
one moment suggest that Ministers should
not have the use of the specinl coaches on
the railwavs.,  IFrequently  they have to
take a secrvetury, a typist aml so on, and 1
know thai on many aeecagions the trips are
anything but jox rides. They involve hard
work and endless worry. There may be
times when JMinisters have to travel to o
plaee to carry out some relutively unimport-
ant duty when, perhaps, the trip could he
done in o less costly way, but that would noi
wpply very often, Before concluding, 1 wish
to make reference to the speeches of My
Hall and the Chiel Secretary. That phase
is one that T do not think any of us ap-
proach with pleasure. I have known both
Mr. Hall and the Chiel Seeretary practically
all my life. It was a matter of regret {o me
to listen to Mr. Hall’s attack upun a Minis-
ter in another plice and witl equal regre,
did 1 listen to the Chief Seeretary’s attack
upoen Mr. Hall [ do not think the Chief
Secretary’s remarks were quite just,

Hon. B. H, Gray: Mr. Tull invited them,
and he got them.

Hon. €. H. WITTENQOM: I agree that
Mr. Hall acted hastily ang Jumped ab con-
clusions without verifying his faels in anv
way,  He committed a grave errov in that
direction. On the other hand, I think M.
Hall was absolutely sinecere. In faet, sin-
cerity and outspokenness represent cliarae-
teristies of JM:. Hall. We must all admit
that, and when Mr, Hall made the
statement that he thought the JMinister
was making a convenience of the Mid-
land Railway, thereby putting the State
te a certain amount of vxpense, wherens Le
could have travelled on Lhe Governwment Line,
in Mr. Hall's opinion, for nothing, he sin-
cervly helieved the statement he was inak-
ing.

Hon. T. Moore: Bub Mr.
to travelling expenses foo.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOQOM: T understand
now that the Minister has a free pass over
the Midland railway. Mr. Hall was rather
unfortunate, too, in regard to another part
of hiz speeeh. T happened to he travelling
down from the Murehison and I mel Mr,
Hall and the Minister he referred to ot

Hall referred
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Mullewa. Instead of having a reserved com-
partment to whieh he was quite entitled, the
Minister shared his compartment with me.
I was surprised that he shared his com-
partment with another person. T certainly
would have thought he would have travelled
in a reserved compartment. Anocther mem-
ber made reference during the debate
to certain private business of Mr, Hall. The
business was most decidedly private, and the
reference was, in my opinion, abselutely un-
called for. It had nothing to do with the
matter under discussion. So far as we know,
Mr. Hall wos assisting someone. Theve may
he a time when that particulay member or
I may be in need of a few pounds and not
be able to secure it from the hanks or any
other institution, and would be pleased to
receive the accomumodation from a friend.
That might happen even te Mr. T. Moore
himself.

Hon. T. Moore: Heaven help vs if we
fall into Mr. Hall's hands,

Hon. C. . WITTENOOM : Mr. Hall was
befriending a man.
Hon. T. Moore: That is quite wrong.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOQOM: I think Mr.
T. Moore’s reference to Mr. Hall was par.
ticularly unfortunate. Mr. Moore also com-
plained of the vears mentioned in the motion.
Those years were two during which the
Mitchell-Latham Government were in power
and to two years during which the previ-
ous Lahour Government held office. My, Hall
was adversely criticised for having selected
the years in question, but since the debate
commenced, 1 have seen a lctter in an agri-
cultural paper that shed some light on the
position. It shows that Mr. Hall was de-
finitely told by his constituents to mention
those years. The letter T veferved to was
as follows—

In the ‘West Australian’’ of the 3rd inst.,
I read with amazement the reply by the Premier
to the member for Nedlands (Mr. Keenan) in
reference to the ahove subject. Concerning
the travelling expenses of some of the members
of the late Cabinet, ugly rumours have been
afloat for sometime. In consequence of those
rumours the Hon. F. H. H. Hall was agked
by some of his electors to have the expenses
published, After taking six months to make
up his mind, the hon. member complied with
the request. But the late Chief Secretary
either bluffed the Hon. F. H. H. Hall or the
Hon, F. H, H, Hall bluffed his clectors. The
net result wias—question not answered. In
view of recent disclosures, our execative should
press for the question to be answered. The

[COUNCIL.)

new member for Mt. Marshall has a chance
to prove if he be of use or otherwise.

The letter, which was dated the 6th July
last, was signed “Taxpayer”,

Hon. T. Moore: Does that letter wnention
the years specified in the motion? It docs
not make any reference to them.

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: No, hut the
letter refers to members of the Mitchell-
Latham Government. 8o Mr. Hall asked
the question relating to two years of the
administration of the last Government.

Tlon. T. Moore: And he could not get the
information from them.

Hon. €. H. WITTENOOM: Mr. Hall’s
motion covers other years besides the two I
have referred to. In order to make the in-
formation more eftective, Mr. Hall selected
two vears during which another Government
were in office, He could only select two
vears from a period before the Mitchell-
Latham Government if he desired to get
years in which another Governinent were in
power, hecause he could not select two yeors
subsequent to the Mitchell-Lathamm Govern-
ment as two vears have not elapsed since
that Administration went out of office.

Hon. (. Praser: And if you get the in-
formation you desire, how much bhetter off
will you he?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: At any rate,
I hope we shall get the information we de-
sire and with that object in view, I support
the motion.

HON. SIE EDWARD WITTENOOM
(Northy [3.55]: While I did not think the
reply of the Chief Secretary to Mr. Hall's
speech was justified, [ regarded it as most
sarcastic and amusing. I do not know where
bis speech originated, whether in the Chief
SBecretary’s fertile hrain or otherwise. I
considered his speech extremely amnsing and
I was rather interested to think that he was
able to make a most amusing incident out of’
a harmless reference by Mr. Hall. 1 cannot
see any harm in asking for the information
desired by Mr. Hall and I hope we shall get
some particnlars throwing light on this sub-
jeet. When I heard Sir Charles Nathan say
that Mr. Hall had charged a person 1214 per
cent. on a mortgage——

The PRESTNENT: Order!
member is making a mistake.

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM:
What mistake?

The hon.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Mr. Moore made that
ptatement.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: 1
am sorry I made that mistake.

Hon. T. Moore: I would never be foolish
enough to pay it.

Hon. R, G. Moore: Sir Fdward Witte-
nnpom  had Dbetter make it clear which
“Moere” made the statmment.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
When I heard Mr. T. Moore say that Mr.
Hall had charged a man 12% per cent. on
a mortzage, I naturally concluded that Mr.
Hall was a nsurer—-—

Hon. T. Moore: Which he is.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: No
one enuld come to any other conelu=ion. Bat
when T heard Mr. Hall's explanation, T zon-
gidered that he was entitled fo great eredit.

Hon. T. Moore: On the strength of the
incorrect statements he made,

Hon Sir EDWARD WITTEXOOM:
That 15 your opinion.

Hon. T. Moore: T know it, and can prove
it.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: U
geems that the man hefriended was, in the
hon. member’s opinion, o say the least of
it, unpopular and evem untrurtworthy. He
stated that neither the bank, Mr. Troy, wor
AMr. Moore—

Hon. T. Moore: I am no money lender.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOQOM: I
do not say that the hon. member is.

Hon. T. Moore: Nor am [ » nsurer.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon. mem-
bers must allow Sir Fdward Wittenoom %o
proceed.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
wonld not like to see Mr. T. Moore in that
position, by any means. If the statement
that neither the banks, nor Mr. Troy nor Mr.
Moore would help the individual concerned
is eorrect, then Mr., Hall teck a great risk
in helping the individual, especially as Mr.
Hall was advancing money that he had to
borrow from the bank at 8 per «ent.

Hon. T. Moore: On the man’s own pro-
perty; on his own deeds.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hen. Sir EDWARD WI(ITTENGOM: I
think Mr. Hal's aetion in clurging the m-.n
415 per cent. for ihe acrommodation vas
exceedingly reasonable, hecause he had fc
visk his borrowed wmoney and stood the
chanee of never sceing his ndvance again, if
the man he assisted was as represenfed. I
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nnderstand Mr. Hall’s confidence wag not
misplaced as he received his mouey back
again.

Hoan. J. Nicholson: I think he had written
off £300.

Hon, 7. Moore: ¥r. Hall agrecd to dis-
rorge that amount rather than faee publi-
city.

Hon, W, J. Mann: Be fair,

Hon. T, Moore: 1 shall show you some-
thinz outside. :

Ton. W..J. Mann: That horyline business
again.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
How many members of this House would
have agreed to take the risk of advancing
the money for 4% per cent. after borrowing
it at 8 per cent? T consider that Mr. Hall
fleserves great credit for assisting a man
who was distrusted by so many persons, but
who jnctified the confidenre placed in him.
To refer to the motion hefore members, I
helieve that Ministers should travel about
tie country in order to aseertain what is
roing on.

Hon. T. Moore: Labour members do so.

Hon. 8ir FDWARD WITTENOOM:
Having had some Ministerial experience,
I know that, as a rule, the travel-
ling allowanees paid—it used to be 25s.
a day; T do not know what rate is
paid in these days—is not too much in
view of what Ministers have to do. Wher-
ever a Minister of the Crown goes, he has
lo meet people and, to say the least of it,
he has to be friendly. By the time he gets
back to his car, there is very little of his
255, left.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That applies to some
of them.

Hon. SIR EDWARD WITTENQOM:
When I was Agent General in London, I
know that I did not return with much of
my allowanee. As for Ministers travelling
about, I hold that the Premier, especially
when he is also the Treasunrer, should not
leave the city very often, He should he
available and should be able to decide mat-
ters at once. He should be almost eontinu-
ally in his office, and tiherefore always
aceessible. How would a business like Foy
& Gibson’s get on if the chief manager
were away half his time?

Hon. €. B. Williams: He has just been
away around the world.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the firm has a
record of his expenses.
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Hou. SIR EDWARD WITTENOGOM:
‘The Premier and Treasurer is the supreme
manager of the State and should bLe there
to say yes or no on the spot, instead ol in-
quirers having to go to a deputy who, while
he may know the business, cannot give a
definite answer, and has to content himself
with the announcement that the Prewmier
will be back on Monday. The I'remier
<hould De there to answer questions and
decide upon business, but as to other Min-
isters going about, 1 think it does a great
deal of good. The motion belore us is a
matter of taste.

Hen, 19, W, Greax: Of had taste.

Hon. SIt EDWARD WITTENOOM:
1t is u guestion For whoever is the judge
of taste. [ shall he pleased to hear any
information the Chiel Secretary may have
to give us. I do mot think Mr. Hall is to
blame [Tor having hrought forward the
motion, although perhaps his reference to
a Minister in another place was no more
justified than was the sarcnstie veply given
by the Chief Seerctary.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
{6.2]: On the lines suggested by Mr. 1Tolmes,
T move an amendmen{—

That all words after *“the,”’ in Jine 3 of

aragraph (i), be struel out, and the following
B e i f4last three vears fhe Col-

ingerted in lieu:— :
lier Government, and the three vears the Mit-
¢hell Government, were in office.’?

[ regret the attack made upon Mr. Tiall, for
I realise the peculiar position he wag in. A
scction of hLis eonstituents were asking for
certain information and, in effect, he was
charged with being not game to ask the
question in the House. When he did ask the
question, the information was refused, or he
was told it was not available. Then, 1n
accordance with the Standing Orders, he
submitted it in the form of the motion be-
fore us. [ deplore very much the attack Mr.
Hall made on a Minister in another place,
and probably nohedy regrets it more than
the hon. member himseif. Also 1 regret the
contribution to the debate made by the Chief
Secrotary, although it was a masterpiece of
satire and ridicule. There is nothing more
hurtful to a man in a public position than
to be beld up to ridicule, which is a far more
effective weapon than a bald statement in
reply. As I say, [ was very sorry the Min-
ister should have replied as he did.- Then
we had Mr. T. Moore bringing in a matter
entirely oulside the seope of the motion. 1

[COUNCIL.]

wits astonished that Mr. Moore “hould have

bronght in what was purely a  personal
atter.
Hou, T. Moore: It was to show the char-

acter of the man who made the charee
against the Minister for Lands.

llon. A, THHOMSON: 1t is not usual for
My, Moore to adopt the attitnde he did on
thix oceasion. I do not condone Mr. Hall's
attack on o Minister in another place, any
more than 1 condone the attack made by Mr.
Moore upon My, TIall. It would bhe deplor-
nble if o Minister were not able to go fo his
own farm during the week-end, but there
Justifieation whatever for Mr.
Moore's hringing in a  matter entirely
foreign to the metion.  All members of Par-
liament are frequently approached by thoze
of their constituents who may be in financial
dilficulties. Quite often it is a request to
back a constituent at the bank. T have had
men cone to me with most rvidiculous pro-
posals.

Hon.
acceded.

Hon, A, THOMSON: No, I did not do as
My I[all did.  Mre. ITall materially helped
lus coustituent, and for that he has been held
up to contempt in this I{ouse. On the fizures
Ay, Tiall has showit me relating to the
transaction, T say JMr. Hall acted most
genervusly to the man whom he assisted. 1t
i in large measure owing teo Mr. Hall's
assistanee that that man is still on his pro-
perty.  Alsu the doruments T have seen
delinitely prove that while £1,725 was owing
{o Mr. Hall by the tarmer, Mr. Hall
aceepted 01,323 in full payment; in other
words, Mr. Hall agreed to write off £100,
Yet Mr. Moore would have us believe that
Alr. Hall acted as a usuver, taking advantage
of u poor unforfunate farmer. [ say that,
s¢ far from being reviled, Mr. Hall should
hi commended for his action. What I object
to is the fact that an attack was made upon
Mr. Holl and the case was misrepresented.

Hon. T. Moere: By Mr. Hall, yes.

Ion. A. THOMSBON: No, not by Mr.
Lfall.  The publie are only too willing to be-
lieve ill ol a public man, and misrepresenta-
tion travels so fast that it eannot be over-
taken. So I reeret that Mr. Moore should
have held up Mr. Hall to contempt in the
view of the public.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And it had nothing
to do with the case.

Han, A, THOMSON: Nothine whatever.
I have ereat ~ympathy with 3Mr. Iall in his

was  no

T. Moore: To which vou have not
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desire to obtain the information asked for.
Ministers of the Crown who go out into the
country during week-ends visiting their con-
stituents are only doing their duty and
therefore are fullv entitled to travel in eom-
fort. Frequently linisters give up their
week-cnds to country trips when they would
much prefer to stay at bome with their wives
and families. 1 do not object to a Minister
travelling in comfort while he does it
in the interests of the people, nor do I
think Mr. Hall would object either; but in
view of the faet that the hon. member will
soon have to face an election I think he
had no other course open to him than to
submit the question he did, for had he not
done 50 he would have heen held up to
ridieule by those antagonistic to him.
Members, I am ready to believe, have no
desire to embarrass the Government, but
sinee we are supposed to be the custodians
of the public purse we shonld be given
the information asked for. I am sure it
would open the eyes of the publie. Tet
me explain: Some of my electors were up
here during the week, and I was amazed
at their asking me which was my partien-
lar room in Parliament Heuse, Many
pecple arc under the impression that mem-
bers have their meals free, that the bar is
free, and that each memher has a eosy
little room somewhere in Tarliament
House. Therefore I think the information
asked for by the motion would serve to
disabuse the public mind of many miscon-
ceptions regarding members and Ministers,
My amendment, if agreed to, will give us
the fignres for the last three years of the
previous Collier Government, ard the three
years of the Mitehell Government.

Hon. T. Moore: Thres years before the
depression, and three years during the de-
pression.

- Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. A. THOMSON : Before tea, when T
was speaking, Mr. T. Moore made an in-
terjection coneerning the previous oecu-
pants of the Treasury bench.

Hon. T. Moore: They did some travel-
ling, too

Hon. A, THOMSOX : I approved of that
travelling. I have received from Labom
Ministers, when they have come to my elec.
torate, every courtesy and consideration. I
am speaking in no way antagonistic to any
Minister. Duoring the tca adjournment, Mr.
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Hall showed me some figures relative to the
statement 1oade by My, T. Moore. From
what 1 know of ¥im [ feel sure that Mr.
Moore will offer an apology when he has
perused that statement.

tion, T. Moore: T will tell the truth.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am glad to hear
that. If the hon. member does, I am sure
an apology will be due from him to Mr.
Hall.

Hon. T. Moore: Thai is absolutely un-
neeessary.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: In view of the
statement that has heen made, an apology
should be tendered to the hon. member.
It was alleged that Mr. Hall had charged
a certain farmer 123, per cent. interest
on a loan. Omne would assnme from the
statement that this was a straight-out loan
to the farmer. Mr. Hall has submitted to
me voluminous Accounts covering the
period from 1627 to 1932, These show
that Mr. Hall was acting more generously
to the farmer than is seen in the case of
clients of the Tndustries Assistance Board.
The hon. member paid for the super,
clearing, dam sinking, dentist’s expenses,
land rents, road board rates, the grocers
and storekeeper’s bills, the butcher’s hill,
and even the newspaper account. Mr. Hall
has been held up as one who is not fit to
associate with hon. members on the ground
that he has been a usurer. The faets are
that he advanced to the farmer in question
£3,108, obtained from his bank, which
charged bim interest on the money. 'The
total interest charged by the hon. mem-
ber to the farmer, Mr. Maloney, was £777
11s. 2d. The bank charge amounted to
£382 153, 84. The amount therefore
charged by Mr. Hall to Mr. Maloney for
the varions advances made between 1927
and 1930, was £394 13z. 6d. That is the
amount of interest he was entitled to charge
under the agreement prepared by the soli-
citor in Geraldton, who indueed Mr. Hall
to render this finaneial assistance. T would
not have advanced the various amounts Mr.
Hali advanced in a case of this sort. and wet-
nursed this farmer as he did. If a select
committee were to inquire into the relative
positions of the two persong, and into the
guestion of who was the aggressor, I feel
sure they would find that Mr. Hall had heen
more than generous in his treatment of the
individual in question. From 6th April
1927, to 20th Awgust, 1932, Mr. Hall was
entitled, ion aceordance with his agreement,
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to charge for the advanees he had made
£394 15s. 6d., hecause the bank charge was
£382 155, 8d. The aetual amount My, Hall
received during that period, for all his worry
and trouble was only £94 15s. 6d. To clear
himself and get out of a transnction which
was eausing him n great deal of worry and
trouble, he wrote off £300.

Hon. T. Moore: After the city solicitors
had got busy and probed inte the matter.

Hon, A, THOMSON: T have a letter here
whieh was received by Mr. Hall from his
solicitor. 1t says—

Re Maloncy: We have received a letter from
Messrs. Dwyer, Durack, & Dunphy confirming
the arrangement that a meeting belween your-
self and Mr. Maloney should take place on
Tuesday, the 11th proximo. They suggest ghat
the mecting should he entircly private between
you and Mr, Maloney, and that neither party’s
solicitors should appear. 'We think this is a
suitable arrangement, and we shall he glad
if you wili let us know whether it will be con-
venicut for you to meet Mr, Maloncy at 2 p.m.
on the 11th proximo in order that I may in-
form his solicitors.

Thus the eity solicifors who, we are told,
compelled the hon. meniber to disgorge £300,
if that is the correet terw to use—

. Hon. T. Moore: It is the correet term.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Tt is not the gor-
rect. term. I am sorry the hon. member is
persisting in an attitnde whieh is so grossly
unfair, and so foreizn to what 1T have alwayvs
found in him in other directions. This blood-
sucking, blood-thirsty lexislator has done
things which neither My, Moore nor many
other members of the House would have
done to earry on this farmer, who is on his
farm to-day by virtne of the assistanece
given to him by the hon. member!

Hon. T. Moore: He is on his farm be-
canse he was rescued from the hands of the
hon. member.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. THOMSON: T am sorry for that
interjection, espeecially in view of the lefters
I lhave here, the statement T have read from
My. Hali’s colicitors, and in view of the
figures 1 have, which can he verified hy Mr.
Moore if he will only be fair enough to in-
spect them.  Tn return for all the worry and
trouble ocensioned to him, My, Hall has ve-
ceived from the faorme:r over a period of
five vears only £94 15s. 6d. T regret the
dehate has taken this trend. When T had
the honour to bhecome a memher of this
House, T thonght T was going amongst men
who did not descend to faetics that are soine-
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times adopted in another place, namely, by
means of side-issunes to bring in something
that is foveign to the subjeet matier of the
debate, and may possibly hold up to ridieule
some hon. member.

Hon. T. Moore:
colours!

Hou. A. THOMSON: This may some-
times be done with the infention to injure a
particular member when he is about to face
his electors. If seems to me that the attack
which has heen made upon Mr. Hall has
been made with an eve to the cleetions that
will take place next May. more for that rea-
son than any other, in the hope that a cer-
tain amount of the mud that has heen thrown
will sticle to him. Mud sometimes does stick.
T still hope that Mr. Moore will do as I
have done and examine these papers, so that
he may have a knowledge of the other side
of the question. I do not say he deliberately
went out of his way to misrepresent the facts
of the case,

Hon. T. Moore: I know all the faets.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The individual in
question has derived muelr henefit from what
Mr. Hall did for him. T can only think that
Mr. Moore has heen misled by that indivi-
doal, and hope vet he will be fair to his
colleagune in this TTouse by reading the other
side and taking an impartial view. I am
aquite willing to hear the other man’s side.

Hon. T. Moore: You ought to.

Hon. A. THOMSON: But this is not the
place to deal with it. T take exception to
My. Moore’s attitude on this question, for I
do not think his attitude has added to the
dignity of the Council. I commend my
amendment to the serious consideration of
the House.

The PRESIDENT: I take it the hon,
member wants to move an amendment os
follows—

Show him in his true

To strike out of the first paragraph of the
motion all the words nfter ‘‘the,”? in line 3, and
substitute the words ‘‘last three years of the
Collier Government and the three years the
Mitchell Government were in office.”’

Hon. A. THOMSON : That is so, Mv. Pre-
sident.

HON. G. W. MILES (North—on amend-
ment} [7.451: I congratulate Mr. Hall on
submitting the motion, though I do not
approve of his attack on Ministers. Per-
sonally T think the dchate that took place
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a weet or two ago when we venfilated the
matter we are discussing again at the pre-
sent time, was a disgrace fo the House.
Parlinment and the people are entitled to
have the information that is sought, On
other discussions I have suggested that two or
three busziness men should be appointed to
re-organise the Government departments.
If businessmen had anything to do with a
subject such as that wnder discussion. they
would have adopted different mcthods of
keeping an account of Ministerial expenses.
I am not speaking about the present ur any
other (lovernment, the members of which
Tiold office as representatives of the tax-
pavers. and are bandling not their own
moeney but that of the people.  While I
agree that it is the duty of Ministers to get
arounil the country as much as possille, it
is also their duty to set an example to the
resr of the community in diffieult times such
as those we are passing through. Railway
men have said to me that while they
have been rationed in their work, their
wages reduced and others have been re-
trenched, Ministers were not economising,
that they were travelling round as usual in
the Ministerial coaches instead of using re-
served compnartments on the trains. It is a
duty Ministers owe to the people {o set
an example in the direction of economy.
They represent the people, and it is the
people’s money they ave using. The Chief
Secretary’s statement that it is impossible to
et this information is all halderdash. If it
is not possible to get it, it is about time that
the snggestion that T and others have made
that two or three husiness men shounld he
apnoizted to re-organise the whole of the
gy-tem was given effect. T have ne axe to
grind, nor any party to protect. Perhaps
there was a good deal more travelling done
during the period of prosperity. But why
aliould there be all this hush? Why are
not the people entitled to this information?
Surely we sbould know what the Ministers’
movements about the State are costine the
country. If the information were puhlished
it might be an inducement to Ministers to
economisze more than they have done in the
past. T support the motion as amended, and
hope the information will he supplied.

On motion by Hon. E. H. H. Hall, debate
adjourned.
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MOTION—RAILWAYS, CAPITAL
ACCOUNT.

To Inguire by Select Commitlce

Debate resumed from the 6th September
on the following motion by Hon. A,
Thomson—

That a select ecommittee be appointed to in-
guirc into and report upon the capital cost of
the Western Australian Government railways
with a view tp reducing the amount upon which
the Commissioner of Railways is expected to
find inlerest and running costs, and to make
such recommendations as the committee may
deem desirable to co-ordinate the differnt
transport scrvices and enable the railways to
me:t the competition from motor and other
transport.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [7.50]: On previous
oceasions when motions of a similar nature
to this have been submitted, the position of
the railways has been placed before mem-
bers, to show that any proposal for a sub-
stantial reduction of the eapital account of
the railways in order that railway charges
might be veduced, is economieally unsound.
That was the view of the previous Govern-
ment and there is no change in that position
to-day. Any action on the lines suggested
can only have the effuct of subsidising the
users of railway services at the expense of
the general taxpayer, as any reduction of
the capital aceount of the railways would
not relieve the State of the obligation to pay
interest on the arnount reduced. There is
undoubtedly in the railway capital account
a proportion of the asset which is out of
use or of little value, hnt such a position is
inseparable from any large undertaking. It
must also be remembered that working ez-
penses provide the wherewithal to keep the

asset up to its original standard.
That, sometimes, is overlooked. There is
a certain value lost in such asset

by wear and tea», and such loss is reguired
to be made good in addition to eurrent main-
tenance. so that the full value still remains.

Hon. A. Thomson: Not neeceszarily so.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It would
be found so speaking generally in regard
to our railway services.

Hon. A. Thomson: What about helated
repairs?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T will
deal with thot point too. Tn the absenee of
a depreciation or renewals fund this is neces-
sary. Dring the vears 1922 to 1033, the
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sum of £547,600 has heen actually provided
from working expenses in relaying of lines
and this policy is being continued. Provi-
ston is to be made in the Estimates for a
further £53,000 for this work. In respect to
rolling stock, the sum of £230,000 was pro-
vided from working expenses from 1901 to
1908 for the replacement of locomotives and
the sum of £58,000 was also written off
against working cxpenses on account of roll-
ing stock that was serapped. Quite a lavge
number of frucks have had thetr carrving
capacity increased and other improvements
made at a cost of £117,000 apart altogether
from ordinary  maintenance, althougl:
charged to working cxpenses, Extinguish-
ment of the eapital asset other than lines
sueh as Lake Clifton aml White Hope, the
abandoned portion of the eapital of which
wns written out of railway accounts undsr
thie anthority of Parliament, have been made
zood from working expenses. It musi also
be remembered that many miles of railway
were built at a cost to the State far helow
the present day cost. The object of the hon.
member 15 to enable the Commissioner to
reduee railway charges particnlarly to the
primary producer, and in this he is strongly
supported by Mr. Wittenoom who said, “In a
nutshell, Mr. Thomson’s motion means that
the primary produeers are shouldering too
great a proportion of the interest on eapi-
tal involved in our railway system, whieh
must he written down. He is quite right.”
From this poeint of view the report of the
Commissioner for Railwavs for the year
ended June 30th last makes very interesting
reading. On page 2 of the report the capi-
tal aceount is shown as £24,937,332 and the
total interest charged for the year was
£996,233. In the same period, the net rev-
enue or halanee of carnings over working
expenses was £820,552. This of course was
inadequate to meef the interest hill of
£9%6,233 and therefore the general taxpayer
had te find £175,681 to adjust the interest
bill.  The loss for the year was therefore
£175,681 as against a loss of £190,000 in the
previons vear. In other words there was an
improvement last year of £14,388, notwith-
standing an inereased interest hill of £7,060.
On page 3 of the Commissioner’s report, the
average rate of interest for the year is stated
at 4,1006 per cent. as against 4.1145 per
cent. for the vear 1931-32. On page 5 of
the report it is stated that the pereentoge
return of net revenue to capital was 3.29,
the highest since 1928. and T agree with the

[COUNCILL.)

Commissioner who says that, “In view of
the stressful times which all railway systems
in the world are experiencing, these resulfs
cannot he considered as unsatisfactory.”
Hon. A. Thomson: The Midland Railway
showed a profit and paid a dividend.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It the
hon. memhber will look into the figure: he
will admit that the returns of the Govern-
ment railways compare well with thoze of
the AMidland Railway, that is, from the point
of view of actnal railway earnings.

Hon. T. Moore: The Midland Railway
Company has less indebtedness.

The +HONORARY MINISTER: We
therefore find from the report that the nsers
of the railwavs are not meeting in fnll the
interest charges involved. A simple ealen-
lation shows that the operation of the rail-
ways last year did not meet interest on ap-
nroximately £4.392.000 of capital or about
L7 per cent, of the total eapital. Tow then
can it he said that any section of the com-
munity is shouldering too great a propor-
tion of the interest on eapital involved. On
the experience of last year, it would he
necessary to reduce the capital aceount by
£41392,000 to just make ends meet, but to
accomplish what Mr. Thomson desires, it
would be necessary to go further. Assumn-
ing that the capital was reduced by a third,
the saving in interest would be £332,000, and
after deducting the loss of last year's opera-
tions of £176,000, it would leave £156,000
for reduction in freights equal to 5.32 per
cent. of the earnings of last year. amd if a
depreciation fund is also to be created as
suggested by Mr. Thomson the amount avail-
able would be reduced still further. So that
if the capital was reduced hy 334 per cent.
the relief in freights would be infinitesimal.
As rvegards all losses heing made good
by the primary produeer, the return
from which the hon. member quoted is
worthy of deep thaought. Take for example,
the freight on fertiliser, £62,000, which Mr,
Thomson stated returned the railways
£662,000 in wheat freights. Admittedly they
are big figures, but they arc only a portion
of the picture, and it is well to consider all
the faets. It will bhe seen that the average
return from all {raffic per ton mile was
1.49d. and at this rate the railways lost
£175,000. 1t is therefore apparent that traf-
fic carried at less than 1.49d. was not pro-
fitable. Now turn to those two items: fer-
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tiliser returned only .47d. and wheat 1.01d.
per ton mile.

Hon. A, Thomson: That is the only time
the railways pay—when they are hauling fall
loads.

The HONORARY MINISTER: These
two commodities represented 56 per eent. of
the ton mileage hauled, =0 it cannat he snid
that the producer in this State is havshiv
freated in wailway freights. Tn faet, the
rates on wheat and fertiliser are zenerally
lower in Western Australia than in any
other State.

Hon. A, Thomson: \What abouf New Zea-
land ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T think
our farmers are treated as well as, if not
better than those of New Zealand. On page
) of the Commissioner’s report will he found
another very instructive return as follows—

The average reeeipt per ton mile was 1.49d.,
and the commmodities which returned less than
this average represented 88.89 per cent. of
the work performed. Had these commodities
heen called upon o pay the average rate per

ton mile, the increased earnings would have
amovated to £497 989, made up as follows:—

£
Local  conl—23,7258538 ton  miles
at B8, .. .. .. 37,566
Hay, straw, and chaff—i>6,630.500
ton miles at 194, .. .. 7,249
Wheat—157.538,741 ton miles ot
484. o .. .. 315,067
Fertiliser—3 1,736,551 ton miles at
1.024. .. .. . .. 134,880
Grain—135937,507  ton miles  at
0194, 5,227
£497,984

From the foregoing it will e seen that the
carringe of prinetry products has a hig effect
on railway finances.

Tn view of all the cireumstances, the primary
producers and more particularly the whent
arowers of this Staie have very little to com-
plain abont as regards the freights charged
by the Railway TDepartment. Generally
speaking the hon, member followed similar
lines to those of previons oceasions, buf
riised one or two new poinis which eall for
consideration and explanation. Yhen deal-
ing with the question of motor competition
with the railways, he quoted correspondence
hetween a carrier and the Comnmissioner and
siated that he quoted the letiers in order to
show that those motor people were prepared
to meet the raitways and act as feeders for
them. The carrier had put up o proposition
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{o hire ane H-ton tmek and one S-ion van
for his exclusive use between Perth and
Katanning, whieh proposal the Ceommis-
sioner had turned down,

Hon. A. Thomson: That system i< in ex-
istence in South Australia and New Sonth
Wales

The HONORARY MINISTER : Mr.
Thomson said there was nothing wmsual
about the scheme, because it was actually
operating in New Sounth Wales and the man
ihought there was an opportenity to follow
a similar course here. 1 assume Mr. Thom-
son is of the opinion the proposal should
have been agreed to, and I therefore propese
to give the House o little more information
than was supplied by him, together with the
viewpoint of the Commissioner.

Hon. JJ. J. Holmes: Would that man have
carried s own goods er anyhody’s goods?

The HONORARY MINISTER -
hody’s goods.

Hon, A. Thomson: What he infended to
do was to cut ouf earting on the road. He
would have deliveved the goods to the van
and taken delivery of them at the van in
Perth.

The HONORARY MINISTER: First of
all I must quote the letter which Mr. Thom-
son stated had been sent fo the Commis-
sloner—

Any-

Will yon kindly consider the matier of hiring
me for one year one S-ton truek and one 8-
ton van. I wenld roquire them to be hauled
from Perth to Katanning twiee weekly with
the optivn of loading both ways. Loading
amd unloading these trucks to be done by my-
self or employees, and all responsibility taken
by e, | shall esteenm it a favour if you will
kindly advise me it you arc prepared to eon-
sider this matter and let me know at your
eirliest convenience the charge per annum, I
unt prepared to pay £1,500 for the above con-
sideragion.

The Commissioner replied to the earrier in
fhe terms qooted by 3r. Thomson. T bave
the following statement from the Commis-
sioner:—

The proposal made by onu of the hon. mem-
ber’s constitwents to permit him to hire iwo
wagons to be hauled hetwen Perth and Katan-
ning could not he agreed to for the following
FOASONS 1 —

(a) The goods which would be eaiered for
would he those on which the depariment ob-
tain their hest freights, viz., “*Q.7¢ 1st, 2nd,
anl Brd elasses.

(b} The Railway Department cmploy  ecer-
tain staff who Inad and unload and give de-
livery of these goods. If agreed to, it woull
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certainly mean the staff would have to be re-
duced ap Katamming.

(¢} If granted to one town, it certainly
would have to lave general application, and
would mean a general reduction in staff through-
out the system all for the benefit of one per-
son in each town.

(d) By granting the hiring of trucks, whieh
would have ¢o be at reduced charges to ensure
the applicant making a profit, it would reduce
the rallway earnings considerably and, as
stated previously, only the paying lines would
come in the ambit of the hirer. This would
of necessity mean that the rates on the non-
paying commodities would have to be in-
creased. In view of the low prices which are
being cxperienced by the primary produeers, it
docs not seem reasonable that to benefit a few,
these people shonld be peoalised to grant such
benefit,

(e) Railway rates are franed on the basis
of what the particular commeodity can reason-
ably pay, which enables low freights on prim-
ary products and other lines for which the
Commissioner of Railways, as a ecommon cur-
rier, is bound to provide trausportation.

(£) In fine, the granting of the concession
nsked for would only mean licensing certain
persons to compete in the carrsage of the best
portion of railway traffie in 2 similar manner
to which the motors are now doing, and at the
same time providing them with facilities to
do it. In no way would it alleviate the pre-
sent vexed position of competition against the
railways,

The Commissioner added—

It may be mentioned that the letter makes
no mentton of £1,500 per annum, nor that the
scrvice be twive weckly, as stated in the letter
appearing in “‘Hansard.”’

Hon. A. Thomsen: I am sorry the letter
was not corveet. I merely quoted from the
letter submitted to me.

The HONORARY MINISTER: My in-
formation is entirelv different from Mr.
Thomsen's. T caused a specific wire fo he
sent to the New South Wales Railway De-
partment, as follows—

Reply hmmediately by wire if your Commis-
sioner has ever agreed to his goods vehicles
hreing hired to member of public or ecarrier

fnr purpose of conveving goods point to point.
If so will appreciate basis of charges.

This is the reply I received-—

In reference to your wire re hire of goods
vehieles. Tt is not the practice to hire vehicles
carriage general goods this State.

Hon. A. Thomson: The New Sonuth Wales
wire says it is not the practice to do that. It
does not say that it is not done, I read in
the Presy somewhere that it was done.
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Hon. J. J Holmes: In this country a spe-
cial train is run if the consignor supplies
goods in sufficient quantity.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If there
has been an isolated case where 1t has oecur-
red in New South Wales, as suggested by
Mr. Thomson, we know nothing of it here;
and certainly it is not in accord with general
railway praetice. In view of the informa-
tion from New South Wales, it is not sur-
prising that our Commissioner should state
he was not prepared to consider anything of
the kind. When referring to the estimated
cost of the alterations to the Perth-Fre-
mantle highway, My, Thomson made a com-
parison between the receipts from motor
Lraflic fees and railway revenue. The esti-
mated cost of widening and improvements to
certain sections of this highway is approxi-
mately £20,000 per ile, but apparently Mr,
Thomson is not concerned for the reason
that the inoney will be provided from the
22Ls per cent. that is deducted from the
traffic fees that are colleeted by the Commis-
sioner of Police within the metropolitan
area. That money can only be used for
works which individual municipalities o
road boards could not be expected to finanee
from their own funds. Mr. Thomson, when
referving to the license fees collected from
the owners of motor vehicles, must know
that the fees so collected outside of the met-
ropolitan area are retained by the local
suthorities and used generally for the main-
tenance of roads, and that, in addition, that
souree of income is supplemented hecause
legislation provides that the money collected
Eron: the owners of motor trucks using main
vouds is to be expended upon maintenance
of those main roads. Further, the money
pravided by the Federal Government can
now be used not anly for construction and
improvement, but also for maintenance, of
main and arterial roads. Mr. Thomson then
makes a percentage calculation as hetween
the amount eollected by focal authorities
thronghout the State, including the Cominis-
gioner of Police, in one year and the fotal
amount that has heen expended on main
voads. He describes the result as being a
reinrn to the State of 13.6 per cent, as com-
pared with 3.29 per cent. afforded by the
railways. No such comparison can logically
be made, because the 3.29 per cent. re-
turned by the railways is after provision
has been made by the Treasury for the main-
tenance and upkeep of the railway tracks,
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volling stock ete.; whereas the fees collected
from motorists are used by the loeal authori-
ties for maintenance purposes only and
there ean therefore be no “return to the
State” as mentioned by Mr. Thomson.
The hon. member's ealeulation is not fair,
begause no matter where the money comes
from, it is all spent on the road. and thus
there wonld not he any monetary return to
the State Government. After all said and
done, an enormous amount of public capi-
tal is invested in our railway system, and
whilst the railways were built for the pur-
pose of developing this country, it is hardly
fair that when the country has heen opened
np and roads huilt for further develop-
ment work, those roads should be used by
certain individuals really at the expense of
the railways. That is a phase of the posi-
tion to which we shall have to give serious
consideration, and in the near future foo.
I am only desirous of pointing out that there
is really no comparison such as that sug-
gesicd by the hon. member. The 3.20 per
¢ent. which is returned by the Railway De-
partment is after all working expenses have
heen paid, including maintenance of trucks
and rolling stock and all that kind of thing
in proper working condition te the best of
our ahility. This also veplies generally to
Mr. Thowson’s other percentage caleula-
tions. The hon. member referred to carrviers
in the eountry having to pay higher Heense
fees than carriers in the metropolitan area,
He instanced the fact that in the metropoli-
tan area carriers who own motor trucks ave
provided with good roads and are not re-
quired to pay speecial license fees for fhe
right to use, for instance, the Perth-Fre-
mantle-road. In this eonnection if iz a faet
that in other States—with the exception of
Victoria, where special legislation exists for
the co-ordination and, T believe, within rea-
son for the elimination of eompetitive trans-
port services—provision is made for exemp-
tions. These exemptions apply to city areas
and to areas within a radins of every town:
and T think that is only reasenable. hecaunse
it is within sueh areas that vehicles are used
for the purpose of delivering goods; that
15, goods sold by retailers to cnstomers. I
can understand the diffevence pointed out
hy the hon. member hetween the country and
the metropolitan area.  These and many
other matters relating to the general conflict
of interest between the railway serviee and
other means of transport have nof bheen

overleoked by the Government; and I think
the hon. member knows, or has seen it puh.
lished quite recently, that the Government
intend to give consideration to that phase
of the question.

Hon. A, Thomson: That is why I want
a select committee, to have these featwres
szbmitted to it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is the
intention of the Government to establish u
transport board semewhat on the lines of
hoards existing already in one and another of
the Eastern States. I would suggest to the
hon. member that if he is desirous of hav-
ing a select committee to inquire into mat-
ters of this kind, a more appropriate time
Lor the appointment of such & commitice
would be when that legislation is brought
down. In my personal opinion, this gues-
tion is really one for transport experls.

Hon. A. Thomson: If there is a select
committee, your experts would submit their
evidence te the committee.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do seri-
ously suggest that if the hon. member is keen
on having a select committee for the pur-
pose of considering questions of this kind,
the appropriafe time for the select commitice
to funetion would be when that legislation
comes down.

Hon. A. Thomson: The trouble is we are
hound by the legislation submitted to us.

The HONORARY MINISTER: XNot
necessavily at all. This House is not hound
by any legislation submitted to it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We were not hound
by the assessment Bill, were we?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It seems
to me that Alr. Thomson’s motion counld be
divided into three parts. In the first place,
it refers to a select committee to be ap-
pointed to inquire and report upon the capi-
tal cost of the railways. I suggest there is
ne need for a committee to inquire into that,
heeause all the facts can be obtained from
the report of the Commissioner of Railways,
which is on the Table of the House, The
second part refers to an inquiry regarding
the reduction of the amount upon which the
Commissioner of Railways is expected to
find interest and to provide running costs.
In view of the statements I have made this
evening, there is no necessity for a select
cominitfee o investigate that phase.

Hon. A, Thomson: Many railway men
think there is.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: It does
not matter whether we reduce the capilal or
not: we still bave to find the interest on the
whole of the capital involved. The Govern-
ment are not like a private concern. A pri-
vate company can write down its capital,
and that merely means so much loss to the
shareholders in that particular concern. The
State cannot do that. We must meet the
whole of the interest bill, irrespective of
what may be done regarding the capital of
the railways themselves.

Hon, A, Thomson: That could apply to
other sections of governmental activity.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite
go. If Mr. Thomson has that principle ap-
plied to the railways, then other seetions of
governmental activities would be entitled to
the same consideration.

Hon. A. Thomson: Mauny have had it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: What
position would we reach then? I ¢an men-
tion off-hand many econcerns where such a
wmove would have favourable results from
an ordinary business point of view. Their
capitalisation eould be reduced eonsiderably,
and the coneerns would show much hetter
returns on paper than they do to-day. That
would nof get away from the fact that the
State, as a State, would still have to find
the whole of the interest charges involved. It
does not matter whether portion of the in-
terest charges are paid by a particnlar eon-
cern or by the State as & whole; the total
interest bill must he the same. To the extent
that a particular concern was relieved of
part of its interest charges, the general tax-
payer would be called upon to foot a larger
interest bill.  Then the third part of the
motion refers to recommendations that the
committee may deem dezirable in order to
co-ordinate the different transport services
and enable the railways to meet the com-
petition from motor and other means of
transport. 1 have already indieated that, in
my opinion, that phase is one for experts to
deal with. T have stated that it is the in-
tention of the Government to appoint a
transport hoard to co-ordinate all transport
services, and that in the near future legisla-
tion to enable that fo be done will be intro-
duced. I suggest that that will be an appro-
priate time for Mr. Thomson to move for
the appointment of @ select commitiee to
inquire along (he lines he suggests, and in
the meantime, pending the introduction of
that legislation, T musi oppose the rootion.

[COUNCIL.}

HON. E. H H HALL (Central)
[8.35]: I eongratulate the Honorary Minis-
ter on his excellent and able resume of the
position. I am convinced that many of us
as laymen indulge in eriticism of the Com-
missioner of Railways and his staff without
a full knowledge of the difficulties that con-
front the department. While I make ibat
admission, I think the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and his staff may also be at fanlt to
some extent. 1 mention the latter point
heeause of incidents that have come within
my own ken. A couple of months age one
matter was bronght before my notice. A
farmer outside Mullewa found it necessary
to obtain a truek of ehaft from the Wongun
Hills line. At that time, when the fruek
arrived at Mullewa, heavy rain prevented
the farmer from reaching the township, and
it was some days beforc he could make the
trip. When he arrived at the station yard
to nnload the truek, he found that, owing to
the delay that had taken place, the Railway
Department had levied a charge of £3
againgt him for demurrage. e nsked me
to see the Chief Traffic Manager when T re-
turned to the ecity, with a view to getting
the charge waived. I was received very
courteously at the Railway Department and
the Chief Traffic Manager promised fo zo
into the subjeet. That was some weeks ago,
and I am still awaiting adviee about the
matter, Even if a reduction of 50 per cent.
wore agreed to, it would mean a greal deal
to that man. That is just a small matter,
but it is sueh small things that lead to dis-
satisfaction, and the committee could inves-
tigate that phase, if Mr. Thomson’s molion
were agreed to. I refer to the latter part
of the motion beecause I do not favour the
first part. What would be the attitude of
an ordinary business firm in dealing with
such a point? I will be supported by those
who lave had dealings with the Ruilway
Department when I say that the demurrage
question is a burning one. Merebants and
others complain that that charge is unjust,
and they also complain abont the avhitvary
manner in which the charge is impnsed. It
would be too mueh to expect from the vail-
ways as they are run now, but I think an
ordinary business fim would have dealt
with the incident I referred to in a simple
way. I often pass through Mullewa and T
have noficed that there is a fair sized shed
there, with plenty of roon. If that truck
of chaft had bheen unloaded into the shed
by the ordinary railway staff, and a charge
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of 10x. levied against the farmer, what a
difterent feeling would have been ereated he-
rween the department and the farmer. In-
stead of that, the farmer 1s dissutisfied he-
cause of the charge of £3 that he regards
s unjust.  The deparfment, of course, sax
that they are governed by regulations, which
oiust be enforced. Probably a committee of
lavmen could investigate a matter like that
and make suggesiions that would provide a
remedy. We have heard about business men
in this Chamber. 1 am sure Mr. Holmes will
not wind it J mention the fael that many
years ago he occupied the position of Com.
miszioner of Railways.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
and Commissioner of,

Hou. E. . H. HALL: Mr. Holmes, with
the experienee he has had of so many aetiv-
ittes in this State, might well he asked to
areept a seat on the commitiee.

Heon. J. .J. Holmes: No.

Hon, E. H. . HALL: Just to show that
men who are considered as Jaymen can teach
those who have made a sfudy of their par-
ticular science or activity, 1 will quote from
an article in “The Western Trader”, which
1 have kept since 1927, 1t contains the fol-
lowing paragraph—

L was Minister for,
Railways.

New details are Qiscovered Ly workers ut
their work, bat principles ave discovered gen-
eraliv by outsiders,  Almost every business has
been revolutionised wmore by outsiders than by
the people inside the work, Look at the fol-
lowing  examples:—

Whitney, of the cotton gin, was not in a
cotton business.  He had never geen o cotton
field.

Pasteur, who changed medical seience, was
net a doctor.

AMorse, who gave us the felegrapl, was o
portrait painter. He was not an electrician.

Bell, who gave us the telephone, did not
kuow anything abent ecleetricity. He told me
that had he been an cleetrician, he would never
have invented the telephone, beeause he would

kave thought that telephonic communication
wits impossible. Hell wus a professor of elocu-
tiou.

Ressemer was not a steel man, and yet he
revolutionised the steel busginess; he knew noth-
ing of stecl until he was asked to produce
o ecertain clitss of cheaper steel.  Carnegie, also,
knew unothing abent steel, yet he made £60,-
QU0 out of it.

There are many other instances, but 1 shall
nvt proceed turiher.

Hon. A. Thomson: That chows it is nor
always the experts that know.

130]

859

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: At onec time, in
lhe earlier days, Sir Edward Wittenoom he-
came known

Hon. E. H. Harris: As ten-foot Ned.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: 1 was not going
to refer to that. Sir Edward joined Lord
Forrest’s administration in the capacity of
Postmaster-General for the State. He
heralded his advent by addressing a note to
the postal officials throughout the State in-
timating that enevgetic officers would be re-
munerated covrespondingly, and that the
services of drones would be dispensed with,

Hon, G. W. Miles: It is a pity we have no
Ministers of that ealibre to-day.

Hon, ¥. H. H, HALL: They had no ap-
peal board in those days. Ministers were in
contrgl and thelr words were law. When
Sir LEdward’s notifieation was received, we
all sat up and took notiee,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Ware you in the de-
partment then?

Hon. 1i. H. H. HALL: Yes, and I sur-
vived. Suggestions were called for from
officers who thought that they could show
where vcconomies could be effected. The
trouble is that in the Government service, as
in the army, we must realise that officers
cannot get beyond their superiors. 1 know
of one yonng fellow who thought he could
show how a saving of £200 could be effected
in his office, and he wrote out his sugges-
tions, which he furnished to the postmaster.
That official called the young fellow in and
asked him what his job was. The youth said
he had to receive telegrams, The postmaster
asked him if he knew what his (the post-
master’s) own job was, and the lad replied
that he was the postmaster and had to carry
out the postmaster’s work. The postmaster
veplied, *Well, you look after your job and
let me look after mine.” That is the posi-
tion that exists to-day. It was my proud
experience to appear before one of the
hggest Royal Commissions that has sat in
Australia. That was in Melbourne and was
held to inquire into the defence administra-
tion of the Commonwealth during the war.
I was on the Quartermaster General's staff,
and I am satisfied that if T had stated to
that officer that whickh 1 gave evidence of
before that Commission, T would have been,
if not shot at dawn, at least charged
with insubordination hy the Q.M.G., General
Stanley.  The three gentlemen who consti-
tuted the Royal Commiszion were laymen.
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From the evidence they heard they Hon, B, H, H. HALL: The select commit-
made recommendations to the Minister tee would be worth while, if only from an
for Defence ({Senator Pearce) which educational point of view. I do notf know if
resulted in Major General Ramaciotti, members have read the splendid report by

brother to our Chief “Hansard” Reporter,
being appointed Inspector General of Ad-
ministration throughout the Commonwealth
Defence Department. And the appointment
of that gentleman with his staff resulted in
the showing of economies running into many
thousands of pounds. That brings us back
to the latter part of Mr. Thomson’s motion,
in regard to which I think quite a lot of
good might come out of the appointment of
a select committee to inquire into railway
administration. I never have stood for the
comparison we frequently hear made be-
tween the (Fovernment railways and the
Midland Company’s railway. Surely that is
not a fair comparison, for nobody would
compare a single-line system sach as that of
the Midland Railway Company, running
through one of the best distriets of Western
Australia, with & State network of railways
such as the Commissioner has to administer.
I fail to understand who was responsible for
the delay in meeting the severa competition
from motor tranmsport with our suburban
lines. I have spoken to zome of the Com-
missioner’s staff, and they have told me they
blamed Parliament—really, T suppose, they
meant the Government—that the Commis-
sioner wanted to lower the fares and seo
meet the competition, but Parliament would
not allow it. I am under the impression
that members of this Chamber are not quite
clear as to where the Commissioner's power
er.ds and the authority of the Government
hegins. That is another point mpon which
information might be elicited by the pro-
posed select committee.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If the Commissioner
does not do as he is told, he will not be re-
appointed.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Perhaps there is
something in that; indeed there may be a
good deal in it. Why do we pay the Com-
missioner £2,000 per annum and pride our-
selves on having put him beyond the reach
of Parliament, to run the railways as they
should be run, when such is not the case?
The sooner the position is clarified, the bet-
ter it will be for everybody.

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: To give the Commis-
sioner full control, you would have to make
his a life appointment,

Professor Hytten of South Australia on
this question; it appears in one of the
monthly circulors issued by the Bank of
New South Wales, and T ean commend it to
members, for we could not get a more equit-
able statement of facts as between road and
rail transport than that pui up by the pro-
fessor. I am going to refer to the Midland
Company’s line, but am not going to ecom-
pare it with the (fovernment system. I was
secretary of the Traders’ Assoeiation of
Geraldton, and it was through that associa-
tion that the port to pert rate was brought
about. Mr. Poynton put up to the assoei-
ation a proposition known as the port-
to-port railway rate. I am advised
that it is the cheapest railway rate
operating in the world. From the ini-
tiation of that system, notwithstanding that
there was then a Government subsidised
steamer running between I'remantle and
Geraldton, the Midland Railway Co. secured
the major part of the trade of Geraldton,
and from the moment that very cheap
rate came into operation, the Midland Rail-
way Cowpany began to show a profit. Re-
membering all the disadvantages of the Com-
missioncr of Railways, if something on those
lines eonld be obtained I feel sure we should
have = better fecling between the depart-
ment and the public—its eustomerz. During
the term of the Mitchell Government it was
freely stated by the then Ministers that no
fewer than 1,000 wen of the Railway De-
purtinent were dispensed with in 12 months.
In a small system like that it seems an in-
credible number to be dispensed with. If
that number of the rank and file eould be
put off, was there a corresponding reduc-
tion in the higher ranks? There may have
heen, but I am not aware of it. A few offi-
cers were retired on the score of having
reached the retiring age, and one highly-
placed official drawing £1200 a year retired
on a pengion of £8G0. HBut if it was pos-
sible to dispense with the services of 1,000
men within 12 months, one of two things
must have obtained: either the service was
disgracefuliy overmanned, or the wholesale
dismissals were not justified. A select com-
mittee would bring out quite a lot of in-
formation relating to the Commissioner and
some of his highly-placed officials, [ will
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support the hon. member in the latter part
of his motion, but T cannot support the
earlier part.

On motion by
adjourned.

Hon. G. Fraser, debate

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Wednesday, 13th September, 1933,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
., and read prayers,

QUESTION — UNIVERSITY OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIJA,

Mr. LAMBERT asked the Premier: 1,
Will e endeavour to ohtain, hefore the Esti-
mates are discussed, the halance sheet of the
Cuiversity of Western Ausiralia for the year
1931-327 2, A list of the professors and
the emoluments of all kinds drawn by each
professor per annmum? 3. The names of the
Wrofessors and the leave gpranted to each
professor during the past two years? 4,
The numher of students and the subjeets
studied bv them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1 to 4, Yes,

QUESTIONS (2) — FREMANTLE
TRAFFIC BRIDGE.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Works: Do the Government intend to pro-
ceed with the building of a new hridge to
take the place of the old, obsolete, and un-
safe strurture called a traffic bridee at North
Fremantle?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The matter is receiving consideration.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Do the Government realise the
necessity for construeting a new traffic
bridge of modern design to replace the anti-
guated strueture at North Fremantle? 2,
If so, will the Government list this project
among the most urgent works for early com-
mencement?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS repled:
1 Yes. 2, The matter is under considera-
tion.

QUESTION—IRWIN COAL DEFOSITS.

AMr. PATRICK asked the Premier: 1, Has
he noled that portion of the Roval Com-
missioner’s report on coal referving to the
economic impottance of developing the Irwin
coal deposits? 2, Does he intend to act on
Dr. Herman's suggestions for aseertaining
the value of those deposits?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter
will receive the consideration of the Govern-
ment,

QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS,
PREFTERENCE.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: In view
of the fact that in the “West Australian”
of the 26th August the Minister for Em-
ployment was reported to have stated thai
preference would not he given to returned
soldiers by the Government, while in an-
other column of the same issue the Minister
for Agriculture was reported to have said
that former Parliaments had given prefer-
ence fo refurned soldiers, and there was no-
thing to stop that promise frem being main-
tained, will he state what is the poliey of
the Government on the question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: There will be no altera-
tion in the policy of the Government from
that applied when previously in office on the
question of preference to returned soldiers,
A great preponderance of the returned sol-
diers are members of unjons, and the Gov-
ernment’s policy is preference to unionists,
which it s not anticipated will work to the
detriment of returned men.



